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and QUERIES. 


i j receive endless benefit. There is no doubt ti 

secured, the children would ^ ^ beauti ful of a woman’s duties 

he care of children's^ ^ happi ,y earn her hvehhood i n this’ll 

that a lady " ho ^ ' jn some instances is working well ; but, a jj 
I, promised well, and ^ e P s0 soon destroy the real beauty of the scheme 
whv did the spirit of av< ignorant nurse girl does not work win/ 

« - 'Vr d V- We C”"‘ 

" ageS ’ n n r ‘e demands and gets from £18 to & S a year. What has 
responsible nurse d towards the educated gentlewoman ? Advp 

been the cruel c - “ A g 0od home is offered to a v 

(“T D L»n™"hoTiIl undertake the entire charge of four clli y™« 

aia v” In iMta "f s “ Chur ,S h P^g's ” are added 

a, an Ltarn* Where a salary » offered ,t aeldorr, «ache s 
/i8 — and this requires that the lady should give all her mental as 


net tnis ^ t cental as 

well as physical powers to her employer. She is required to teach 
English, French, and music ; cut out and make the clothes, and 
attend to the care of the children’s bodies. This gentlewoman i s a 
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Books. 


En hoexkens ende boexkens ” 

“ In a neat little nook and in a little book. 1 ’— 

Thomas Kemp is. 


Couronne. 


This book, which has reached a fifteenth edition, is a collection of 
stories sent from time to time to a children’s magazine. “ I have more than 
one little friend,” says the author, “to whom much that is in this book will 
come home, though I may have never spoken to them about it all. If 
when they lead, they find that I am very clever in having known so much 
about them, and if they profit by my advice in print more than they would 
ever have profited by any spoken word, it is enough for me.” And the 
author has done his best to let his ‘ moral ’ run through his stories, unob- 
trusively, yet always present ; there is, as he says, no “starch” in the book. 
The stories are all short, and many are gems. There is nothing (outside 
Andersen) prettier than “ The Four Crickets,” “The Adventures of the Doll 
and the leaden Soldier,” “The Blacksmith’s Grave,” “ The Ship of Dreams,” 
“ The Joys of Men,” “The Spinning Woman carved in Stone”; while among 
the lighter papers we find a thoughtful array on “children’s books,” which ends 
with these singular words, “ I suppose one does not want to count one s 
intimate friends by the thousand. If in the world’s crowd we can meet 
some few worthy of being treated as brothers, life-long friends, let us thank 
God and man for them. Even so, a good book is an intimate friend. Each 
of us has a hundred such ; let us not complain.” 

We should like to quote “The Joys of Men” and “The Blacksmiths 
Grave,” but we prefer to let readers guess or read for themselves the stoi> 
connected with this epitaph. 


Celui qui est couchd ici 
Petrus Blum le Forgeron 
A travailld tant qu’il a 6t6 debout. 
II a laiss^, 
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La m£re est tranquille 
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These three books before us rather overlap one another, and there is no 
need to refer to each separately. Of course the writer tells us how he learnt 
to read, and how he still continues his studies— reading and reciting to the 
birds in woods and meadows. For the voice in the first place requires most 
careful training ; and when you have mastered the great difficulty of 
speaking (most people cannot speak), you have before you training in 
pronunciation, breathing, and economy of sound. Each of these subjects 
has its appropriate anecdotes, and in each chapter M. Legouvd has some- 
thing new to say, which he says energetically. 

On the subject of reading in elementary schools he is very sensible. 
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Prizes. 


!•— A Prize of One Guinea for the best study of a child, two years 
of age j defining, so far as possible, the child’s knowledge and powers at 
that age — 2000 words. The prize lapses if no “study” good enough for 
publication is sent in. MSS. marked “ Prize Essay ” should be sent to 
the Publishers between the 15th and 18th of July. No limit of age. A 
(sufficiently distinctive) nom dc plume should be adopted by all competitors 
for prizes. 

2. — A Prize of Ten Shillings for the best Floral Calendar, dating from 
April 1 8th to May 1 8th. Limit of age, seventeen. Other conditions as for 
No. 1. 

The “Art” competitions proposed in our February number should be 
sent (with nom de plume , and with no address) to Mrs. F . Steinthal, 
Wharfemead, Ilkley, before the end of April. The age of the little 
competitors should be on the work. 

MSS. directed to the Editor should reach the Publishers by the 24th 
of the month ; other communications by the 30th. 

We again beg for contributions to “By the Way, and 00 s * 
“Notes and Queries” appear to come in. more readily than t ic=>e. 
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